
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1905.] NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 691 



October 3. 
Mr. Arthur Erwin Brown, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Twenty-nine persons present. 

The work of the Academy since the last meeting in May was reported 
on by the Curators, the Librarian and the Secretaries. 

The Chair announced the death, September 18, 1905, of General 
Isaac J. Wistar, whereupon the following minute was unanimously 
adopted : 

The Academy desires to record its profound regret at the death of 
General Isaac Jones Wistar. 

His long service to the Academy as President, Councillor and Chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, was coincident from the beginning 
with the course of active development which has marked its later 
years, in the advancement of which no movement designed to promote 
its material welfare, or its usefulness in research, has ever failed to 
receive earnest support from his forceful energy. Courteous and 
impartial as the Chairman of its meetings, wise and suggestive as a 
member of its Council, expert and judicious in controlling its invest- 
ments, the loss to the Academy of a faithful and efficient officer is 
felt by its members even less than their personal loss of a genial and 
welcome associate. 

The Publication Committee reported that papers under the following 
titles had been offered for publication since the last meeting : 

"The Sphagnum Frog of New Jersey, Rana virgatipes Cope," by 
Henry W. Fowler (June 1). 

" Diachaea cylindrica, a New Species of Mycetozoa," by Hugo Bil- 
gram (June 6). 

"Five New Species of Pseudoptamilla from the Pacific Coast of 
North America," by J. Percy Moore (June 9). 

"Crataegus in Eastern Pennsylvania," by C. S. Sargent (June 20). 

"Notes on Some Hawaiian Achatinellidse and Endodontidse," by 
H. A. Pilsbry and E. G. Vanatta (July 31). 

" On Two Hawaiian Cerithiidse," by H. A. Pilsbry and E. G. Vanatta 
(August 31). 

"The Plant Formations of the Bermuda Islands," by John W. Harsh- 
berger, Ph.D. (September 1). 
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"The Hour-glass Caudices of the Bermuda Palmetto," by John W. 
Harshberger, Ph.D. (September 1). 

"Delaware Valley Forms of Trachelomonas," by T. Chalkley Palmer 
(September 2). 

"On a Collection of Birds and Mammals from the Colorado Delta, 
Lower California," by Witmer Stone, with field notes by S. N. Rhoads 
(September 18). . 

"New Land Mollusks of the Japanese Empire," by H. A. Pilsbry 
and Y. Hirase. 

A paper entitled "Some Vertebrates of the Florida Keys," by Henry 
W. Fowler, was withdrawn by the author. 

The following papers, by Mr. Clarence B. Moore, were accepted for 
publication in the Journal, and will constitute the second part of the 
thirteenth volume, quarto series : 

"Certain Aboriginal Mounds of the Tombigbee River." 
"Certain Aboriginal Mounds of the Black Warrior River." 
" Certain Aboriginal Mounds of Mobile Bay and of Mississippi Sound." 
"Miscellaneous Investigations." 

The Identity of Eutmnia atrata Kenn. — Mr. Arthur Erwin Brown 
stated that in the Report of the Pacific Railroad Survey (18601 
Kennicott described four garter snakes from California under the name 
of Eutcenia atrata. Two of his specimens are still in the United States 
National Museum, and a third is in the Academy's collection. In 
1892 Professor Cope established Eutamia infernalis vidua upon the two 
co-types of E. atrata in the National Museum, and subsequently marked 
the Academy's specimen with the same name. Cope's description 
was referred by Van Denburgh in 1897 to E. elegans, with the statement 
that this color-form seems to occur only on "the coast slope of the 
peninsula of San Francisco." In the same paper he cites E. atrata 
Kenn. as a probable synonym of E. leptocephala B. and G. In 1901 the 
speaker recognized the identity of Cope's types with those of Kennicott, 
and referred them to the highly variable E. leptocephala. 

A collection of twenty or more living E. elegans, received by the 
Zoological Society from Santa Cruz county, just south of San Francisco, 
contains four examples of the vidua color-form. These correspond 
with the one type of atrata in the Academy's collection, and with the 
detailed description of the two in the National Museum with which 
Dr. Stejneger has kindly supplied me, the only difference of moment 
being that the four from Santa Cruz have nineteen rows of dorsal 
scales, while the types of atrata each have nineteen on the anterior 
third and seventeen on the middle of the body. It is significant that 
three red elegans from Santa Cruz show a parallel change from the nor- 
mal number of twenty-one rows to nineteen, about the place where nine- 
teen drops to seventeen in the atrata specimens. This scale variation is 



